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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
 

 

• All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  

Exam iners m ust  m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the 

sam e way as they m ark the last . 

• Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates 

m ust  be rewarded for what  they have shown they can do 

rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  

according to their  percept ion of where the grade 

boundaries m ay lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark 

schem e should be used appropriately.  

• All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be 

awarded. Exam iners should always award full m arks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer m atches the m ark schem e.  

Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if 

the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according 

to the m ark schem e. 

• Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will 

provide the pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and 

exem plificat ion m ay be lim ited. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of 

the m ark schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  

leader m ust  be consulted. 

• Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate 

has replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 



 

Assessm en t  cr i t er ia  

 

Assesment  cr iter ia reflects the standards expected for I GCSEs. I t  will therefore not  

be necessary for candidates to perform  ‘perfect ly’ in order to at t ract  the highest  

marks available in each assessment  cr iter ia gr id. References to ‘standard’ should be 

interpreted in this context .  

 

Maj o r  er r o r s 

 

These may include, for example, the consistent  m ismatching of subject  and verb 

forms, use of inappropriate tenses and/ or incorrect  vocabulary.  

 

Min or  er r o r s 

 

These may include, for example, the occasional om ission of accents, incorrect  

gender, art icle, slight  spelling errors.  

 

Aw ar d in g  m ar k s 

 

Marks are awarded posit ively using the following assessment  cr iter ia gr ids. The 

m ark awarded reflects the extent  to which the task as a whole has been 

successfully com m unicated and com pleted. To determ ine if a candidate should fain 

the upper or lower number of marks in the box, it  is important  to refer to the boxes 

and above and below. I f the candidate’s peformance borders m ore on the 

performance of the box below than the box above, then the lower mark is allocated. 

On certain occasions, a candidate’s performance may require a ‘best  fit ’ mark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion  

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1  Sen t en ces t est in g  g r am m at ica l  k n ow led g e

  

This part  of the paper is m arked out  of fifteen. 

 

3 m arks per sentence    

  2  X 5  =  1 0  m ar k s  

 

Deduct  ½  m ark for each m inor error.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 ( 1 5 )  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( a)  Chakula kiletwacho/ kinacholetwa/ am bacho 

huletwa huwa hakifai. 

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( b )  Je nini m atokeo ya m ashindano ya kuogelea 

? (yalikuwaje?)  

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( c)  Viranja walipigiana sim u. ( 2 )  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( d )  Mim ea yetu ya waridi im ekua /  im em ea /  

im estawi vizuri sana m waka huu. 

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( e)  I k iwa/ kam a sitakiwi kuim ba, sitaim ba. ( 2 )  

 



 

 
 

 

Qu est ion  2  –  Tr an sla t ion  in t o  Sw ah i l i  

 

Marks are awarded for t ransm ission and quality of language, using the 

following assessm ent  cr iter ia gr ids.  

 

Transm ission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransm it ted successfully with som e very 

st raight forward sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is often 

incom prehensible. Com m unicat ion is frequent ly im paired.  

 

1-3 

Only the m ore st raight forward and concrete points are t ransm it ted 

successfully. Very lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom . Several 

sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is incoherent  with com m unicat ion 

im paired at  t im es.  

 

4-6 

 

The m ain points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully 

for the m ost  part , although problem s are encountered with m ore com plex 

language. I nference, nuance and idiom  t ransm it ted successfully on 

occasions. Som e passages m isunderstood and at tem pts at  rephrasing only 

part ially successful. The style is not  always coherent .  

 

7-9 

A generally very com petent  rendering of the or iginal text  with grasp of m ost  

detail,  nuance and idiom . Som e passages, usually m ore com plex, 

m isinterpreted. Som e successful at tem pts at  rephrasing. The style is 

generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransm ission skills with clear grasp of detail.  Excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom . Pleasant  to read. 
13-15 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. 

No awareness of tense concept / t im e sequence. Large sect ions totally 

m isunderstood. Com m unicat ion im paired. Very lit t le worthy of credit . 

 

1-2 

Som e inaccuracies in basic gram m ar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually 

short  and st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task rest r icted with som e often quite basic item s 

unknown. At  t im es som e fair ly basic problem s with tense concept / t im e 

sequence. Use of given adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases occasionally 

evident , though these are likely to be only part ially successful. Often quite 

diff icult  to follow.  

 

3-4 

 

Largely accurate when using sim ple, short  phrases:  incidence of error 

increases in m ore com plex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the 

task tend to be adequate, with several item s unknown. Som e use of given 

adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with som e degree of success. About  half 

of what  is writ ten should be free of m ajor errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 

5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall,  however with occasional basic errors, 

usually in m ore com plex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t im e 

sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  

to read for the m ost  part . 

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only m inor errors. Confident  use of a wide 

range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of 

tense concept / t im e sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall,  although not  

necessar ily fault less.  

9-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2  Ni jam bo la ajabu/  la kushangaza kwam ba safari 

yangu ya kupiga kam bi iliyokuwa bora zaidi sikuwa na 

wazazi wangu. Hapo m beleni/  awali/  zam ani wao 

walienda pam oja nasi kila wakat i.  Lakini wakat i huu 

ilionekana ni vigum u kupata ruhusa kutoka kazini 

tulipom aliza/  baada ya kum aliza m it ihani yetu ya 

m wisho. Wazazi wa rafiki zetu pia hawakuweza 

kutupeleka, kwa vile walikuwa wam eshaenda zao 

ng’am bo/  nje/  nje ya nchi kwenye kongom ano /  

m kutano m kubwa. Kwa hivyo, ilikuwa ni juu yetu, sisi 

ndugu (m at ini)  watatu, kuj im udu/  kuj ishughulikia /  

kuj iangalia. Tulichukua chakula cha kutosha, na pesa 

na nguo za kubadilisha za kum aliza/  kutosheleza wiki 

nzim a /  wiki m oja. Tulielekea kusini kat ika kam bi 

iliyoko kando ya m to yenye sifa kat ika shughuli za 

m atem bezi /  kutem bea kwenye m andhari nzuri.  Na 

kwa vile ilikuwa ni wakat i wa m vua pia tulibeba 

m ifuko /  m ikoba yetu ya kulalia isiyoingia m aj i na 

viatu vizito.  

Kabla tu ya sisi kuondoka kuenda zetu safar ini, 

tuliam ua kwam ba kila m m oja wetu ni lazim a 

angechukua/  achukue m adaraka sawa kat ika uongozi. 

Sikuwa na hakika m am bo haya yangetokeaje /  

yangekuwaje/  yangekuwa vipi,  hasa kwa vile tulikuwa 

hatuna m afunzo yo yote kuhusu ustadi kam a huo. 

Ujuzi tuliokuwa nao ni m dogo tu wa hudum a ya 

kwanza. Nilij itolea kuwekewa kazi ya kuwasha na 

kuzim a m ioto ya kam bi. Kaka yetu m kubwa alichagua 

kupika na kuweka m ahali pasafi.  Lakini dadetu /  dada 

yetu (aliye)  m dogo zaidi/  kabisa (kwetu) ,  am baye ni  

m wana m ipango m am bo shupavu alipendelea kufanya 

m ichezo, nyim bo na shughuli nyingine. Wazazi wetu 

walij ivunia sisi sana/  walitupa sifa sana 

tulipowasim ulia safar i yetu ya kuenda kule na kurudi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

( 2 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Qu est ion  3 –  Tr an sla t ion  in t o  En g l i sh   

 

Marks are awarded for t ransm ission and quality of language, using the 

following assessm ent  cr iter ia gr ids.  

 

Transm ission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransm it ted successfully with som e very 

st raight forward sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is often 

incom prehensible. Com m unicat ion is frequent ly im paired.  

 

1-3 

Only the m ore st raight forward and concrete points are t ransm it ted 

successfully. Very lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom . Several 

sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is incoherent  with com m unicat ion 

im paired at  t im es.  

 

4-6 

 

The m ain points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully 

for the m ost  part , although problem s are encountered with m ore com plex 

language. I nference, nuance and idiom  t ransm it ted successfully on 

occasions. Som e passages m isunderstood and at tem pts at  rephrasing only 

part ially successful. The style is not  always coherent .  

 

7-9 

A generally very com petent  rendering of the or iginal text  with grasp of m ost  

detail,  nuance and idiom . Som e passages, usually m ore com plex, 

m isinterpreted. Som e successful at tem pts at  rephrasing. The style is 

generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransm ission skills with clear grasp of detail.  Excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom . Pleasant  to read. 
13-15 

 

 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. 

No awareness of tense concept / t im e sequence. Large sect ions totally 

m isunderstood. Com m unicat ion im paired. Very lit t le worthy of credit . 

 

1-2 

Som e inaccuracies in basic gram m ar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually 

short  and st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task rest r icted with som e often quite basic item s 

unknown. At  t im es som e fair ly basic problem s with tense concept / t im e 

sequence. Use of given adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases occasionally 

evident , though these are likely to be only part ially successful. Often quite 

diff icult  to follow.  

 

3-4 

 

Largely accurate when using sim ple, short  phrases:  incidence of error 

increases in m ore com plex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the 

task tend to be adequate, with several item s unknown. Som e use of given 

adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with som e degree of success. About  half 

of what  is writ ten should be free of m ajor errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 

5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall,  however with occasional basic errors, 

usually in m ore com plex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t im e 

sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  

to read for the m ost  part . 

7-8 



 

A very high level of accuracy with only m inor errors. Confident  use of a wide 

range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of 

tense concept / t im e sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall,  although not  

necessar ily fault less.  

9-10 

 

 

 
Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3  The court  is a place where cases are taken to 

the judge so as to give a fair  judgem ent . But  

they m ust  listen to both sides through the 

solicitors and the witnesses of the accused and 

the accusers. The court  of our cit y has several 

room s that  have a capacity of about  seventy in 

each of them . Before enter ing the m ain door, 

the guards /  soldiers /  police scan all people. 

Their luggage is placed in open plast ic boxes 

and passed through a tunnel /  hole in which a 

cam era is placed. This is to ensure that  no 

dangerous item s will enter the court . I n 

addit ion, so as to enable the judge to do their  

work properly, at tendees are obliged to obey /  

adhere to certain rules. I n the court room  there 

are posters /  not ices /  sign boards that  warn 

people not  to do the following things:  First ly, it  

is im perat ive to /  they m ust  switch off m obile 

phones, also it  is not  perm it ted to talk, take 

photos, dr ink or chew things in court . The 

judges and solicitors wear wigs with fake white 

curly hair  that  resem bles grey hair  and black 

gowns. The judge’s gown has two red belts /  

st raps at  the front  of the neck. And at  the waist  

they t ie a black belt  /  st rap with a width of 

about  twenty five cent im eters. As soon as the 

judge enters, it  is obligatory that  the clerk at  

court  asks all people to stand upright . And then 

the judge acknowledges them  by bowing the 

head. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ( 2 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Qu est ion  4  –  W r i t in g  ( 3 5  m ar k s)  
 

Marks are awarded for com m u n icat ion  an d  con t en t  and q u al i t y  o f  

lan g u ag e ,  using the following assessm ent  gr id.   
 
 

Com m unicat ion and content  Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Task generally m isunderstood with lit t le relevant  inform at ion conveyed. 

Much am biguity, confusion and om ission. Level of response m inim al with 

only a few relevant  phrases. Com m unicat ion largely im paired. Tim e 

sequences rarely correct . Largely incom prehensible with the except ion of 

isolated item s. Very difficult  to read.  

 

1-4 

Main points of the task understood but  som e points totally m isunderstood. 

Som e m ajor om issions with a degree of ir relevance and/ or repet it ion. Level 

of response fair ly lim ited with lit t le opinion and just ificat ion appropriate to 

the task. Funct ions predom inant ly in sim ple, concrete sentences for the 

m ost  part . Som e evidence of correct  t im e sequences but  m ost ly 

inconsistent  and insecure. Just  about  com prehensible overall with, 

however, a m arked degree of am biguity.  Not  easy to read. 

 

 5-8 

 

Major ity of task com pleted, however, with som e significant  om issions. 

There m ay be som e irrelevance. Goes beyond a m inim al response with 

som e expansion of ideas and st raight forward opinion relevant  to the task. 

Tim e sequences show a degree of am biguity at  t im es. Com prehensible 

overall with som e at tem pt  to link the piece into a coherent  whole. 

Am biguous in places especially in m ore am bit ious language. Tends to be 

som ewhat  predictable.  

 

9-12 

Responds to near ly all of the task although there m ay be som e om issions. 

Som e relevant  expansion at  t im es. Provides evidence of descript ion, 

narrat ion and opinion as appropriate to the task. Tim e sequences generally 

sound with occasional lapses. A generally well st ructured piece of writ ing. A 

sound at tem pt  overall to link the piece into a coherent  whole with, 

however, som e lapses. May be a lit t le pedest r ian and predictable or 

som ewhat  over-am bit ious at  t im es.  

13-16 

Responds fully and appropriately to the st im ulus with excellent  and 

relevant  expansion. Gives detailed descript ions, expresses and just ifies 

opinions as appropriate to the task. The t im e sequence is clear and 

unam biguous. A coherent  piece of writ ing which is pleasant  to read.  

17-20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A high level of inaccuracy with very frequent  and basic errors in gram m ar, 

syntax and m orphology. There m ay be the occasional correct  phrase. No 

awareness of tense concept / t im e reference. Vocabulary very basic with 

lit t le of no evidence of correct  use of basic st ructures. Com m unicat ion is 

severely im paired overall.  Ext rem ely diff icult  to read. 

 

1-3 

Accuracy is inconsistent  with frequent  basic errors in gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Sim ple, short  sentences are som et im es correct , but  very lit t le 

beyond. Range of vocabulary and st ructure very lim ited. Use of tense 

concept / t im e reference lim ited and often inappropriate. Lim ited success in 

at tem pts at  enhancem ent  of fact  with adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases. 

Not  easy to read.  

 

 4-6 

 

Fair ly accurate in sim ple language, however tends to be inconsistent  in 

applicat ion of gram m ar, syntax and m orphology when at tem pt ing m ore 

com plex language. Range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure standard and 

som ewhat  predictable. Som e inconsistency in use of tense concept / t im e 

reference. Som e at tem pts at  subordinat ion and sentence linking which are 

only part ially successful. At tem pts enhancem ent  of fact  with adject ives 

and/ or adverbial phrases with m oderate success. About  half of what  is 

writ ten should be free of m ajor errors. Despite inaccuracies, the basic 

m essage is conveyed.  

 

7-9 

Generally accurate and secure in gram m ar, syntax and m orphology with 

som e lapses. Accuracy less secure when m ore com plex language is 

at tem pted. Uses a good range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure, which 

are for the m ost  part  appropriate to the task. At tem pts at  m ore am bit ious 

st ructures not  always successful. Generally a secure grasp of tense 

concept / t im e reference. Manipulates language to suit  the task at  hand, 

however with som e errors. A wide range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure 

m ay com pensate for a lower level of accuracy. Generally easy to read 

despite the errors.  

10-12 

Predom inant ly accurate:  free of all but  m inor errors in gram m ar, syntax 

and m orphology. Uses a wide range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure 

appropriate to the task with very lit t le or no repet it ion. Excellent  use of 

tense concept / t im e reference. Excellent  exam ples of subordinat ion and 

appropriate use of m ore com plex st ructures. Clear abilit y to m anipulate 

language with a high degree of accuracy to suit  the purpose. Very pleasant  

to read, though not  necessar ily fault less.  

13-15 
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